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Che Great finuse

‘The Great fouse’ formerly kuomn as "The Wellington Arms” was huilt during the
reign of Elizaheth 1 (13538-1603) in the year 13849, Welow is compiled a list of

—— former innkeepers. Che first recorded in 1615
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1613 - £lannr Quayfe James 1 (1G03-16273)
1648 - Daniel Dunster Charles 1 (1G253-1644)
1631 - Inhunathan Staymaker Juterregmun (1644-1GGE1) |

16849 - Charlotte Staymaker
1701 - £lizaheth Staymaker
1731 - Francis Conch

17475 - Roland Swallow
1760 - £lias Yoste

1765 - #ienry Jrince

1772 - George Darhy

1781 - @edric Quy

17400 - Sanual Luertree
1802 - Ingeph Chadwicke
1804 - Frances Chahwicke
1813 - £lias Chadwicke
1821 - Thomas Higgins
1828 - Martha Hingins
1833 - Frederick Stapley
1830 - Williwn Stapley
1874 - Walter Tickuer

1890 - Johun Barden Shoesmith
14073 - Thomas Barrett
1407 - William Steuens
1404 - James Playfont
1934 - ferbert Fudge

1948 - farold Green

1454 - JLA. %ill

1954 - R, Pace

1962 - James Hodges

149749 - Yeter Rayuer

1983 - Kenneth LM, Burke
19873 - Keuneth LM, Burke
19400 - Urian & Florence Chafier

2003 - Martial & Natasha Chaussy

William 111
William 111
George 11
George 11
George 11
George 111
George 111
George 111
George 111
George 111
George 111
George 111
Genrge 11U
Genrge 11U
William 1U
Wictoria
Mictoria
Wictoria

£ Mward 111
£ Mwarn 111
£ Mward 111
Genrge U
Greorge U1
Llizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11
Elizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11
Llizabeth 11

(1688-1702)
(1688-1702)
(1727-17am)
(1727-1760)
(1727-1760)
(17G0-1820)
(17G0-1820)
(17G0-1820)
(17G0-1820)
(1eam-182m)
(17G0-1820)
(1eam-182m)
(182m-183m)
(182m-183m)
(1830-1837)
(1837-14m1)
(1837-14m1)
(1837-14m1)
(lan1-191m)
(lan1-191m)
(lan1-191m)
(1910-1935)
(1936-1952)
(1932- )
(1932-
(1932-
(1932-
(1932-
(1932-
(1932-
(1932-
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Che Great finuse

‘The Great fiouse” formerly knmwom as "The Wellivgton Avms’ was hilt during
————_ the reign of £lizabeth 1 (1338-1603) in the year 1389, When it was first built i was
nriginally twn farm cottages, kuoum ag Jenk’s Cottages, forming part of a farm estate.
At this date the cottages were thatched with an upper jettied floor. The first recorded
muner of the cottages is one Cedric Quayfe who s recorded ag a farmer and hop
grouer of the parish of fawkhurst.

In 1615, records show that a licence was granted to one Zlanor Quayfe, wife of
Cedric, and that she was licenced to sell to the public, ales and ciders only, six days a
week excepting Sundays. Cedric Quayfe contimued to grow aud hrew the hops in one
cottage while wife Elanor retailed them from the other. A tradition that lasted for
many years.

During the varly seventeenth century records show that extensive alterations
were carried out to the cottages to form them as oue. This is evidenced by a sale
tnuentory of 1631 when the property was purchased by one Jonathan Staymaker, a
farmer and heer retailer of the parish of fawkhurst, aud is described as “one
tenemente formerly Jenks Cottages”. The hmse was for many years follmuing this
perind kuou as Staymakers’ cuen after Staymaker died in 1713 aged 94,

In the 174105 Fawkhurst was inumortalised by an infamons gang of smugglers
kumun as the Hawkhurst gang, Certain members of the gang were knmon to have used
the "Ale fimuse’ nmu knoun as "The Great fiouse’, for in the Home Counties Manazine
an extract taken from an earlier book called ‘The King's Cutters and Smunglers’ was
puhlished that states "o kno members of the fawkburst gang, one Thomas
Kemp and annther William Gray both wanted for hmesebreaking and highway robbery,
were fudged to be seen [eaving the Brewster’ kuoun by name as " Staymakers'™”. These
were the words spoken by an tnformer, one Jacoh Jring, at the trial of the oo men
whn had denied heing in the area. Both men with two other gang memhbers were hung
at Chichester in 1744

Ju 1815 the house undenwent further alterations and renovations, aud the sion of
the Wellington” hung in honour of the Duke of Welington aud to conunemorate his
nictory at Waterlon,

‘The Great fiouse” has heen a favourite stopping place for travellers for many
years particularly hop-pickers. 3t has seen and undergone many changes since it was
first huilt but has still managed to retain its original charm and character. So stay
__— awhile, enjmy the fayre and reflect on those hygone days.
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